
SOUTH BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

P.O. Box 181 • Monmouth Junction, New Jersey 08852 • (732) 297-7800 •  
www.sbschools.org 

 

Imagine if every child... 
 

Scott Feder 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
David E. Pawlowski 

Business Administrator/ Board Secretary 
 

 

              Jennifer K. Diszler                                              
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum,    

Instruction and Administration 

Kimberly Maloy-White 
Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

October 29. 2018 

 

Dear Community, 

 

This weekend, my youngest daughter, along with my wife and I travelled out to Pittsburgh to visit my 

oldest daughter for the University of Pittsburgh Family Weekend.  I am sure that when you just read the 

school she attends, you immediately inferred as to what this note may entail and you would be correct. 

 

Ten minutes away from our hotel, a massacre at The Tree of Life Synagogue was occurring with 11 dead 

and 6 wounded by a man who it seems has hatred towards the Jewish people - any and all Jewish people. 

Earlier in the week in Kentucky, two black senior citizens were shot and killed, one in front of his 

grandchild, for no other reason than because they were black, and in the wrong place after a man 

attempted to gain access to a church where it is assumed he was looking to cause even more havoc and 

death. Also, in the same week, pipe bombs were delivered to prominent political leaders and activists (of 

the same political party) threatening their lives.  

 

Hate does not have ethnicity, race, color or gender. It does not have form other than what we give it. It 

does not discriminate or discern and it makes no decisions or decrees. Yet, it seems to live and breathe 

throughout our world altering its appearance to serve each new master. This week, like so many other 

weeks before, it appeared on the doorsteps of innocence.   

 

Yes, I should be thankful that neither my daughter, nor anyone that I know or that she knows was 

involved in the murderous attacks or impacted by these events. Not “impacted” I wrote??? Does “not 

impacted” mean that I did not lose a loved one? Does it mean that I myself was not shot and killed? Have 

we come to a place in society where if it did not happen to me, that my reaction of feeling sad for a brief 

moment, donating a few dollars to victims’ families and then moving on, is the acceptable approach? At 

what point does a school system, a community, a people create the necessary change to harness hatred.  

 

When I was a teacher in South Brunswick in the mid 1990’s, we taught of genocide and we used a poem 

to help teach young minds of the harms of by standing. 

 

“First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out— 
 

Because I was not a socialist. 
 

Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out— 
 

Because I was not a trade unionist. 
 

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out— 
 

Because I was not a Jew. 
 

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.” 
 

By Martin Niemöller, A German Pastor 
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You can substitute in any group that you feel fits, by removing “Jews” and inserting “African Americans” 

or by swapping “socialists” for “Muslims”.  It would not matter, as the lesson which we seem to continue 

to forget, is that WE ARE ABSOLUTELY IMPACTED, EACH OF US, ANY TIME AND EVERY 

TIME HATE TAKES THE LIVES OF A GROUP OF PEOPLE FOR NOTHING MORE THAN 

THE COLOR OF THEIR SKIN, THE PLACE IN WHICH THEY WORSHIP, OR THE GENDER 

TO WHICH ONE IDENTIFIES. Maybe what is wrong is that we do not remember or maybe we 

simply find it easier to choose to forget. 

 

Last year we “Walked with Parkland” and years before Sandy Hook and years before that Columbine. We 

can point to a Las Vegas concert or to Kentucky - outside a church. What we can’t do is go about these 

events time after time wiping the sweat off our brow saying, “That won’t happen here in South Brunswick 

because we are not Trade Unionists or Socialists.” 

 

I am asking for a call to action by our Community. In our School District Goals set forth at the October 

Board of Education meeting, we pointed to the issue of equity and talked about forming a diverse and 

comprehensive committee devoted to issues of equity. What better place to start than by analyzing who 

we are as a community and what defines us, unites us and brings us together as one South Brunswick. I 

cannot attest to having the answers to fixing what is broken in our society, but WE can work to make sure 

that the children and the families of South Brunswick learn to live respecting each other’s differences and 

embracing the diversity of our great community. We can band together to ensure that “hate” does not 

grow within our borders.  

 

I WILL BE HOSTING A MEETING ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE 

CROSSROADS SOUTH AUDITORIUM TO SHARE MORE ABOUT OUR HOPES AND 

DREAMS FOR EQUITY AND WHAT IT MEANS TO OUR SCHOOL DISTRICT AND 

HOPEFULLY TO OUR COMMUNITY. I HOPE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO ATTEND. 

 

We can educate the minds of our youth with Math and Science and, of course, we will continue to do so, 

but we cannot journey down this path without first and foremost teaching of humanity. It starts in the 

home and in tandem, we can make the change that our world needs, at least one South Brunswick child at 

a time. 

 

Imagine if every child were able to walk into any building at any time without fear of being shot and 

killed.  

 What are you willing to do to make this a reality? 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Scott Feder 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

P.S. I have also included a link to a comprehensive outline on where things are with Security measures in 

our district. This was sent to Newspapers and is posted on our website - SECURITY UPDATE 
  
 

https://www.sbschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_197756/File/parents%20and%20student%20info/safety%20and%20security/LETTER%20TO%20NEWSPAPER%20SOURCES%20FOR%20SECURITY.pdf

